INTRODUCTION

poem as. ... Note also the less common concep-
tion of the phoenix as feminine.

3.  Compare such words and phrases as-----

4.  Compare, for this idea, and for paradoxical
juxtapositions with opposed ideas, such words
and phrases as....

The full possibilities of the poem considered a:
absolute poetry are not realized until all such menta
annotations as far as any intelligent reader can accep-
them as legitimately significant, all such comparison!
that tie the whole poem into a unit by mutually illumi-
nating each other, are made, deliberately or uncon-
sciously, for each of the eighteen stanzas.

But for a complete understanding, the poem cannol
stand by itself as an absolute. Its meaning becomes
richer if the reader realizes that Shakespeare made it,
that Shakespeare was an individual who wrote othei
poems, and that he did not compose this poem in a
timeless cell insulated from his own characteristic,
habitual thoughts and memories. The critic may help a
reader with notes of this type:

5.  Love and constancy; For further light on
Shakespeare's relating love and constancy, see
such sonnets as Number CXVI,

"Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. . . ."

Compare also particularly Ronaeo and Juliet,
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